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New Uzbekistan-New Opportunities
Unbekislﬂn is one of those conntries that have made progress

in all spheres by leaps and bounds. Development activities

in this landlocked country got an added spur when
President Shavkat Mirzivovev took over after demise of Islam
Karimov, the architect of modern Uzbekistan. Since then the
country is constantly on the move, The Uzhek leadership is keen to
™ ot only improve infrastructural network in the country but to bring
* the less privileged class at par with those who have access to all
Wmodern facilities. The heauty of Uzbelk system is that everybody has

aceess to basie amenities of life. Education is free, Evervbody gets

free healtheare facilities no matter he or she belongs to government or private sector.
Exven those who donot have ajob can enjoy all such facilities,
In universities talented students are offered scholarships as well while those who do
not have a place to live are provided with a decent accommodation by the
government. For jobless people a dedicated institution is working round the clock
that gathers data of all such people and then recommends them suitable jobs. The
effectiveness of this system can be gauged from the fact that those Uzbek people who
had left the country long ago in search of jobs abroad, are now rushing back as the
govt has set for it target of providing jobs to all needy people within nest few vears,
The security situation in Uzbekistan is meticulous. It is because of fool proof security
that foreigners come to this country without any hesitation and fear. During past few
vears number of tourist coming to Uzbekistan has multiplied, told the Deputy
Chairman of the State Tourism Committee in an exclusive interview with DNA,
CENTRELINE and daily Islamabad Post. He further told that the Uzbek government
led by President Shavkat Mirzivoyey has already taken plenty of measures to ensure
security of tourists besides development and improvement of the touristic places.
Uzbhek peaple are down to earth. Their hospitality is matchless. And that is perhaps
the secret of progress of the country. As compared with Pakistan, Uzbekistan
happens to be a very young country however during past twenty years or so the
country has achieved many a milestone we in Pakistan can only dream of. For
instance the bullet train connecting Tashkent with Samarkand and Bukhara is
ostensibly a landmark project. Now with the fast train called Afrosiob, it takes only
four hours to reach Bukhara from Tashkent. Samarkand is just in the middle of
Tashkent and Bukhara so in only two hours visitors can reach this beautiful and
historical city,
The Uzhek embassy in Islamabad sent a group of professionals as observers to
Uzbekistan for monitoring the parliamentary and local government elections. Here
ton many lessons can be learnt from the Uzbek experience. The entire electoral drill
was conducted in a peaceful and harmonious manner. The opposition parties got a
level playing field and participated in the elections with full fervor and interest, For
the first time live debates were telecast on national hook-up thus all five political
parties had opportunity of reaching out to their electorates.
Summing up, Uzbekistan under President Shavkat Mirzivovey is well on teack of
progress and prosperity, The way things are moving ahead in Uzbekistan, in next few
vears the country would surely emerge as a key player not only in the region but at
global sage also. Pakistan and Uzbekistan have so many excuses to expand and
deepen their cooperation. Since the direct flights have already started therefore
distance barrier has become irrelevant thus providing peoples of both sides to
commute freely. Both countries are rich in cultural and religious sites therefore this is

yvetanother excuse that should bring both countries even closer,

Ambassador Furgat Sidikov and his staff also need applause as
whatever is happening between the two countries is a result of their
tireless efforts and toil.

Chief Editor's Profile: Ansar Mahmood Bhatti is a career journalist. He started off as District Correspondent of Daily The Muslim in 1988

from Gujrat. Later he moved to [slamabaed and joined Pakistan (b

server as Sub-Editer [ Op-ed Writer, in 19953, In 1995 he again moved to

The Muslim as Sub-Editor and he left The Muslim in 1997 1uljaju The Nation as City Editor and Diplomalic Correspondent, where he

remained till 2ooz, His association with The News spans over t

ires years from 2002 to 2005 as Columnist, Tn 2005 Mr, Bhatti switched over

to Khahrain Group as Columnist / Special Correspondent. In 2010 he was made Resident Editor of The Post, a sister publication of daily
Khabrain. In 2010 he launched his own publication Cendreline. He has suthored two books on European Union, He has also served in
Pakistan Telecom Company {PTCL) as Media Advisor/Divector Communications. He Launched Diplomatic News Agency {DNA}In 2012
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New Uzbekistan-New Opportunities

ASHEENT: Uzbekistan, ever
| sinee President Shaukat Shavkat
{ Mirzivovev has assumed charge

of his office, is constantly on the move,
The country is fast developing into hub
of tourism activities. Besides,
Tebekistan leadership has sought to
open up to the ooter world with a view to
inculecating deeper and stronger
relations with various nations,
Uzbekistan was once at the heart of the
ancient Silk Road trade route
connecting China with the Middle East
and Rome. The country spent most of
the past 200 vears as part of the Russian
Empire, and then of the Soviet Union,
before emerging as an independent
state when Soviet rule ended in 1991.
Under President Islam Karimov, who
ruled from 1980 until his death in 2016,
Lizbekistan was reliant on exports of
cotton, gas and guhl o maintan its
economy. President Karimov's
suceessor, Shavkat Mirzivoyev, has
made efforts to follow legacy of Islam
Karimoy of building a prosperous and
developed Uzbekistan. Islam Karimow,

TLiL)
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New Uzbekistan-New Opportunities

WithiizectodGenenall
MNetiomall News Agengy U

Uzbeks sav, laid the foundation stone of
a modern and enlightened Uzbekistan
and President Shavkat is carrving
forward that agenda successfully.

This colturally rich and historically
compelling country, along with the rest
of ventral Asia, has been named the Wo. 1
travel region for the New Year due to its
easy access and new visa-free travel
ability. The Economist highlighted the
country as well, naming it the most
improved nation in 2019 due to
significant government reforms that
have accelerated over the past vear, All
of that, plus its untouched history and
remarkable food, are making
Uzbekistan an increasingly popular
destination,

President Shavkat Mirzivoyev initiated
ambitious reforms 1o transform the
country into an attractive destination
lor travelers. Reforms include a 3o-day
period of visa-free travel privileges for
visitors from 65 countries: and a
simplified electronic visa system for
citizens of 77 countries, llLt'hl{ihlg the
United States, was just introduced,
according to export.gov, which is
managed by the US Commerce
Department.

Uzbek people on December 22, 2019

voted in the |:;L1'li:1i|u'!'|liu'_'.. and local
government elections under the theme
New Uzbekistan- New Elections. Over
d00 international observers were
invited to Uzbekistan to ohserve the
election process. From Pakistan 15
observers took part in this exercize and
observed the election process in various
parts of the country. Pakistan was
among a few countries from where more
than 10 election ohservers were invited.
The international
observers were all
praise for
arrangements made
for the elections.

The international
observers and head
of OSCE Zulueta

said that since 2015,
when she headed
the OSCE ohserver
Mmission in the
presidential
election, & lot has
changed in
Uzbekistan. The

m

A E R

Electoral Code was aLt]L‘inc'd_ OSCE
ohservers monitored how code norms
work in practice. She noted that in
general, the elections in each eountry
are different from each other, but the
principle of elections is the same -
citizens choose candidates. Her remarks
are ostensibly a manifestation of trust
and confidence of the intermational
community in the electoral process of
Uzbekistan. The observers noted with
satisfaction that the opposition parties
were provided with a level playing field
thus making it possible for them to field
candidates of their own choosing and
contest election in free and fair maner,

The election event also provided us with
an opportunity of talking to people of
various nationalities living and doing

business in Uzbekistan. We came across
many Pakistanis successfully doing
business in Uzbekistan while there is no
dearth of businessmen who have
alreadv identified areas in which they
would like to invest in the coming days.

Conducive business environment;
investors' friendly policies and flawless




New Uzbekistan-New Opportunities

security situation are few factors that
lead to inflow of foreign investments
and businessmen, Uzbekistan ranks top
among such countries. A Pakistani
businessman Rashid running a
restaurant in Tashkent told that he has
bheen in this conntry for last 20 vears and
has never taced any problems.

He said all cities of Uzbekistan are safe
with almost zero crime rate therefore
businessmen prefer to do business here

He was alsoappreciative oft b polices of

the ineumbent president sayving
Uzbekistan under Shavkat Mirzivoyev
offers a plethora of trade and business
avenues especially to the outsiders.
Rashid further told that the police
system of Tashkent in particular and
Uzhekistan in general is one of the best,
People trust police and police try its best
o live up to expectations of people,

08 CENTRELINE

Rashad told no one would dare to cast a
glance at a lady packed with gold
walking alane even at midnight. That is
how the conntry has won confidence of
the foreigners when it comes 1o security
and friendly business environment.

Another hallmark of Uzbek society is
their hospitality and affection especially
for the outsiders. For Pakistani people
they have a unigue love which is ditfficult
to narrate in words. Just tell them that
you are from Pakistan and then start
experiencing their great hospitality,

Uzbek cuisine can be characterized as
flavorful and hearty with an array of rice
dishes. Its most popular dish is the
Uzbek pilaw, the country's national dish
which consists of a bed of rice slowly
cooked with carrots, rice, onions and
meat and dry fruits. Food bloggers are
especially using this opportunity to

experiment with the unigue flavors and
spices used in Uzbek cuisines.
There are big pilau centers in Tashkent

TED DIPLOMATIC
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and elsewhere in the country offering
mounthwatering dishes. The biggest Osh
Pilau center is working in Tashkent for
last 30 vears. Because of its quality and
delicions pilan it has become Central
Asia's largest pilan center. However
Pilan in Samrkand has its own taste.
Served in a big clay pot, Samarkand
Filau is topped with vegetables, meat
and garlic also, Uzbek Pilau is decorated
with horse meat usually however guests
who do nol eat horse meat can ask the
dish without it.
BULLET TRAIN
The Tashkent to Samarkand high-speed
rail line is a 344-kilometre (214 mi)
high-speed rail connection between
Tashkent and Samarkand, the two
largest Uzbek cities. The route passes
through four provinces: Tashkent,
Sirdarvo, Jizeakh and Samargand in
Uzbekistan. Trains operate seven days a
week under the brand Afrosivob. A 141
km long extension to Qarshi started
operation on August 22, 2015, l|!111’i|5|!| at
lower speed of 160 kph. An extension to
Bukhara on the Talgo 250 ran for the
first time on August 25, 2016 — marking
the completion of a project to modernise
the 256 km route from Samarkand,
Travel from Tashkent to Bukhara, a
distance 600 km, 15 coverad in around 4
hours instead of 7 hours.
BUKHARA POTENTIAL

Bukhara is one of the oldest eities of
Uzbekistan with a thousand yvears of

history. Bukhara is a holy city of Muslim
world. There are many mosgues,
shrines, madrasahs, with the latest one
among them dating back to the NIX
century, presery ed there,

The historic center of Bukhara has been
listed |‘J_1.' UNESCO as one of the World
Heritage Sites, You will need at least bwo
tl;t_v:-‘. to de Bukhara main architectural
sights.

Bukhara is a city-museum, with about
140 architectural monuments. The
nation's . fifth-largest city, it had a
population of 247,644 as of 31 August
2016. People have inhabited the region
around Bukhara for at least five
millennia, and the city has existed for
half that time. The mother tongue of the
majority of people of Bukhara is
Tajik.Located on the Silk Road, the eity
has long served as & center of trade,
scholarship, eultore, and religion.

UNESCO has listed the historie center of

Bukhara (which contains numerous
mosques and madeasas) as a World
Heritage Site,

Bukhara has been one of the main
centres of world civilisation from its
early days in 6th century BCE. From the

“’llh Director: DUN"L O News

6th century CE, Turkic
graduallvymovedin.

Its architecture and archaeological sites
form cne of the pillars of Central Asian
history and art. The ﬂb1lj!l of Bukhara
was a part of the Persian Empire for a
long time. The origin of many of its
current inhabitants goes back to the
period of Aryvan immigration into the
region.

Char Minor (alternatively spelled Chor
Minor, and also alternatively known as
the Madrasah of Khalif Nivaz-kul) is a
building tucked away in a lane northeast
of the Lyabi Haugz complex.

The strueture was built by Ehalif Nivaz-
kul, a wealthy Bukharan of Turkmen
origin in the 19th century under the rule
of the Janid dynasty.[22] The four-

speakers

DIPLOMAT

Aﬂ- ency

towered structure is sometimes
mistaken for a gate to the madras that
onee existed bhehind the structure;
however, the Char-Minar is actually a
complex: of buildings with two
functions, ritual and shelter,

Here recognition of role of Uzbek
embassy in Islamabad spearheaded by
Ambassador Furgat Sidikov also needs
to be highlighted because it all has
happened with their active support
During past few years both countries
have come close to each other.

The ambassador and his staff took keen
interest in taking hilateral relations to
new heights, Qpening of direct air link
between Pakistan and Uzbekistan
ostensibly contributed towards further
deepening of this relationship,

RELINE 09
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Uzbek citizens in
Pakistan cast their Votes

SLAMABAD, (DNA) Uzbek nationals living in
Pakistan cast their votes in parliamentary and

local govt elections at polling stations
established at the Embassy of Uszbekistan in

5 of their

n, the

£ ].HJ:LL Lmlmjim: other
SAMSd, M mti a]mrp.:

re pﬂhln. pnmnm.nth siding in Pakist:
Inthe22ndy li tion, created at the hml: S8y

s : E ( heir t'um:lumt'-ntz:] 1"i sting
shawn. Hzens who visited the Embassy to vole with
In particular, citi cir children, a modern pla was organized
voling pr ' { ; ::' 5 with | 1 "_. t I‘IllLl‘t;IHHI'H. nt,

DNA
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ashkent, Uzbekistan (DNA) = A lot has changed in
Uzbekistan. This assessment was given by the

transformations in Uzbekistan by the head of the OSCE
J/ ODIHR Mission, Cayetana De Zulueta Owlram, during a
visit to the 882th polling station in Tashkent on 22 December,
Tana de Zolueta noted that the OSCE / ODIHR Mission,
which arrived in Uszbekistan on 25 Neovember, works
throughout the country and works closely with the Central
Election Commission,
“We were granted full aceess and all the eonditions for our
work were created. For the first time in Uzbekistan, over 300
observers from both the ODIHR and the OSCE Parliamentary
Assembly, representing 37 countries pnmnp"ttmg in the
ULEEL]‘III.E[’{]DT!I observe the elections. In previous years, there
were limits, but now this is not. This is good for the country
and allows Uzbekistan to gain even more experience in
ensuring fransparency of elections,” the head of the O5CE [
ODIHE Mission said.
Zulueta said that since 2015, when she headed the OSCE
observer mission in the presidential election, a lot has
changed in Uzbekistan. The Electoral Code was adopted.
Today, OSCE observers monitor how code norms work in
practice,
She noted that in general, the elections in each country are
different from each other, but the principle of elections is the
same — citizens choose candidates.
The Head of the O5CE / ODIHR Mission emphasized that the
Organization's obhservers do not interfere in the election
process, they only observe the voting and, if they see any
violations of the law, they are included in the final report. At
the same time, she informed that preliminary results of the
observation will be presented at a press conference, which is

T CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGA:

changed in “Zl]ﬂl(lSlall

scheduled for 23 December with the participation of the
OSCE PA President G. Tsereteli.

“I also want to note that we will be present in Uzbekistan until
20 December. We will monitor the course of events after the
election and monitor the moments that may affect something,
Our final report will be published next vear,” T. de Zulueta
added.

Moreover, T. de Zulueta with great satisfaction told the media
that she was honored to meet with President 8. Mirzivoyev
and personally see how important the election of the country's
parliament is for him and the people of Uzbekistan.

It should be noted that on 13 December an interim report
from the OSCE / ODIHR Mission was published covering the
period from 25 November to 10 December. It recognizes
marked progress in improving the electoral law and electoral
practice, states the efforts of the government to modernize the
public and public administration svstem. On the whole, a
positive assessment was given to the preparations for this
important political event,

We remind you that during the zo19 parliamentary elections
in Uzbekistan, the OSCE is represented for the first time by all
kev structures — the full-fledged ODIHR Mission, the
Parliamentary Assembly and the ODIHR leadership
represented by its director 1. Gisladotir.,

The decision to send two full-fledged missions (ODIHR and
PA) to observe parliamentary elections by experts is seen as
evidence of the OSCE's recognition of the democratic reforms
implemented in Uzbekistan, as well as the high interest of the
international community in the electoral process as an
important event in further strengthening the role and
increasing the seat of parliament in managing the affairs of
society and the state,

CENTRELINE 1



New Uzbekistan-New Opportunities

Uzbekistan's Parliamentary
Elections 2019 — from the Eyes
of an International Observer

By Lieutenant Colonel Khalid TaimurAkram, (Retd)

Reecently,
Parliamenta
ry elections
were held in
Uzbekistan
o n
December
22 . These
elections
provided an
apportunity
to Uzbekistan to propel the nation
forward on the path of democratic
transition and initiate the realization
of the nation's great potential. A total
of 825 observers, as well as
representatives of nine international
organizations comprising 41 countries
including Pakistan, andChina,
cbserved the electoral process in all
regions of the country.

All the International experis praised
the renewal process in Uzbekistan,
recognized the comprehensive nature
of the implemented “Action Strategy”,
which covers all the spheres of state
and the society. It was noted that
Uzbekistan showed a strong political
will by starting a new stage of decisive
and deep reforms and
transformations.

Being an international observer, 1
have analyzed the corrent results of
reforms in improving administrative
management, which have focused on
the interests of people. Particular
attention was paid to the measures for
strengthening the rule of law in the
activities of law enforcement agencies,
which in their work give priority to
democratic progress and
enlightenment,

[ visited 2o different polling stations
in the vieinity of Tashkent and found
the staff to be highly professional,
highly energetic and hospitable
towards the voters, as they also
arranged food for the citizens who
came to cast their vote.

Five political parties contested in

12 CENTRELINE

these parliamentary elections of
Uzbekistan in which each
participating political party covered a
wider spectrum of manifesto
including social justice, rule of the law,
women empowerment, job creation,
anti-corruption, economic prosperity,
stability and sustainability,
agricultural revolution and further
peliticization and democratization.
Each party freely run its election
campaign before the polls andiried to
attract the voters especially youth in
the democratic battle of political
supremacy through the dominance of
ballats,

Mirza-Ulughek Abdusalomaovy,
Chairman of the Central Electon
Commission of Uzbekistan [(UCEC)
had announced the Electoral Code for
the parliamentary elections 2o1g.
UCEC entirely and equally supported
every contesting political party to run
its electoral campaign by ensuring the
elements for free, fair and transparent
polls, considering it as the significant
pillar for the strategic transformation
of Uzbek nation.

Although, the various political groups
had diverse political targets at the
same time all shaved one aspect of true
patriotism.Uzbekistan has proved
that it is truly a democratic country
despite having its own unique and
functional democratic svstem for

centuries which 1s still relevant to the
i —— :

people’s desire,
In Uzbekistan suffrage is universal for
individuals 18 vears of age and older.
All aspects of elections, particularly
registration by parties and candidates,
are controlled by the government's
Central Election Commission, An
election is legally valid if more than 50
percent of eligible voters participate
and a candidate receives more than 50
percent of the votes The Republic of
Uzbekistan is a democratic country
where ballots dominate
overconcentration of power, It is the
only eountry in the world which has its
own “Magna Carta” (the Great Charter
of the Liberties) and “Social Contract”
from centuries because it has very rich
civilization, culture, heritage and
traditions which are all based on rule
ofthe lawi.e. democracy.

In my opinion, these were the
elections, which had never happened
in the history of Uzbekistan in terms of
guality, general organizational
preparation for the process and
attitude of the media. I think this is a
big step for Uzbekistan.

In facl, this atmosphere will further
create the prospects of
development. These elections have
created a space for openness,
transparency, and healthy eriticism
for the betterment of the country's
democratic structure. Of course, there
are still many elections ahead, but

LARGEST CIRCULATED MPLOMATIC MAGAZINE
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these elections will leave their mark on
history as the elections that formed a
constructive dialogue between people
and the political parties. The elections
were held in an open and transparent
atmosphere. In addition, these
eleetions were in the spotlight.
Citizens expressed their views on
elections and parties. This means that
the citizens have a growing sense of
involvement in this electoral process.
More than 71% of voters have
participated and cast their votes in the
elections which is a strong step
towards the democratic transition and
transformation of Uszbekistan. The
active participation of observers, the
coverage of mass media. the positive
remarks by the international
community have further strengthened
the reformed process of Uzbekistan's
elections. Another significant aspect of
these elections is that there is an
increase in the socio-political activity
of Uzbek people and an increase in
legal awareness. The polling staff was
highly trained and they knew all the
procedures regarding the polls. The
polling staff actively guided the
citizens regarding the procedure of
balloting,.

The elections were also held under the
new financing system, in accordance
with the Electoral Code.The
observation mission from a joint
undertaking of the OSCE Office for
Democratic Institutions and Human
Rights (ODIHR) also eoncluded that
the recent changes to election
legislation have brought
Uzbekistanmore closer to the
international standards to which all
O5CE countries have committed.
Electoral preparations were efficient
and accompanied by an intensive
voter information campaign. Election
Diaav was calm as the introduction of a
Unified Electronic centralized
“*VoterList"and its implementation in
practice is a significant step forward,
The parliament has been given
additional competences in recent
years that could potentially make a
significant change to the balance of
governmental power as in Uzbekistan
for the first time, more¢ than 20,5
million voters registered,

While these elections were clearly
more open than in the past as recent
reforms have created more space for
citizens to air their grievances
publicly, as tolerance of criticism of
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the state administration has grown.
The degree of freedom of expression in
the media has alse improved, and
some people now feel able to post
views online through blogs and social
networks, Independent voices are
growing in number and strength, and
there is a new sense of freedom.

Moreaver, democracy functions in all
its true spirits in the Republic of
Uzbekistan. Demoeracy stands for the
rights of people which are fully
enacted throughout the country.
Democracy is “for the people, by the
people and of the people” which has
already been institutionalized so
many ye:ars ago in Uzbekistan,

The government of Ugzbekistan has

1D DIPLOMAT

been rigorously working on the motto
of H.E. President Shavkat Mirzivoyev
“New Uzbekistan, new elections”
which shows his untiring efforts to
establish a vibrant society, articulated
political system and a befitting
economic system based on “good
governance” for achieving desired
goals of socio-economic prosperity in
the country,

President Shavkat Mirzivoyev has
pursued a diversified but integrated
national policy to transform
Uzbekistan's decision-making
processes, invigorate civil society,
encourage healthy and produoctive
political competition, address human
rights and develop & civic culture
consistent with the country's status as
a modernizing, forward-looking
regional power in FEurasia with a
steadily increasing majority of citizens
under the age of 30.

The elections were based on the
principle of openness,
constructiveness and equal
opportunities for all parties.
Maoreover, we can say that demoeratic
reforms in Uzbekistan are on the path
to natural development and
prosperity. Henee, this process has
laid a solid foundation for the
emergence of a new politically aware
generation.

The Writer is Executive
Director CGSS & International
Hh:l.;i,'rﬂf'rj'ur Lrebhekistan
Elections
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Uzbekistan and Pakistan have
huge economic
potential: Furgat Sidiqov

SLAMABAD: Uzbekistan and

Pakistan have a big economic

potential that can open wide
range of opportunities for mutually
beneficial cooperation. Our
partnership relations tied up with
deep historieal, religious and cultural
bounds, In this regard, President of
Uzbekistan H.E. Shavkat Mirzivovev
pavs great attention for the
development bilateral relations with
Pakistan, in including trade and
economie, investment and other
areas.
These views were expressed hy
Ambassador of Uzbekistan Furgat
Sidigov during an interview,
Hesaid it is necessary point out that in
2017 Uzbekistan resumed direct
flights from Tashkent to Lahore and
from Lahore to Tashkent. Annually
12 thousand passengers of Pakistan
use this direction. It served as an only
bridge connecting Pakistan with
Central Asian countries.
This wear, economic cooperation
between Uszbekistan and Pakistan
reached highest levels. Uzbek side is
keen to continue to develop in 2020
hilateral relations in order to achieve
more effective results for the sake of
benefits of the two Brotherly nations.
More than 170 Pakistani companies
visited Uzbekistan in order to hold
negations on the matters of export
and import of wide range of goods and
torealize joint investment projects.
As a result of this, in 2018-2019, trade
turnover between Uzbekistan and
Paldstan raised for three times and
amounted around 100 million US
Dollars,
Uzbekistan became as one of the main
trade-economical pariners of
Pakistan in Central Asia.
In collaboration with CGSS in
Islamabad and Karachi were
established Uzbekistan-Pakistan
Business Council offices. In Lahore
operates Uzbek-Pak Trade and
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Cultural Center. Those bodies are
playing significant role in the
development of hilateral economic
and cultural cooperation,
At the same time by the initiative of
Uzbekistan's President we started to
develop in the country so called Ziarat
By opening their
companies in
Uzbekistan,
Pakistani textile
companies will
get direct access
to highest quality
Uzbek cotton,
employees with

high literacy and

free export regime

to the countries of
Central Asia and

Commonwealth of

independent
states that
comprises 300
million
populations.

Tourism for foreign pilgrims. This
direction of tourism took its
development in very rapid manner.
Created the most favorable conditions
for tourists.

In general, we opened doors for
religious tourism. As vou know

Uzbekistan is the land of great Islamic
scholars and thinkers like Al-
Khorazmiy, Al —Beruniy, Imom Al -
Bukhariy, Bahouddin Nagshbandiy,
Al = Motrudiv, At -Termiziy and
others. Pilgrims from all over the
world are visiting their praves in order
to make Ziarat and give them respect.
In this context I would like to point ot
that people of Pakistan are keen to
make Ziarat to Uzbekistan, Ancient
and precious cities like Samarkand,
Bukhara, Khiva, Termez, Kokand and
Namangan always attracting
Pakistani tourists.

More than 7 thousand Pakistani
tourists visited Uzbekistan last year
for Ziarat and we are ready to develop
our cooperation in this direction this
year also. The idea of Zivarat tourism
relations development between our
countries was warmly welcomed by
the President and Prime Ministry of
Pakistan. As vou know, investment is
the driver of economy. New
technologies, advanced experience
and highly qualified specialists come
with investments into all sectors of
Uzhekistan, business is rapidly
developing.

In order to create the most favorable
conditions for attracting foreign
investments, in Uzbekistan have been
created more than 20 free economic
ZONES,

Free economic zones participants are
exempted from payment of land tax,
profit tax, property tax, customs
payments for equipments, raw
materials and components, imported
for their own production needs.

We are offering to Pakistani
companies to realize joint investment
projects in Uzbekistan in the fields of
textile, leather, agriculture; chemical,
construction and other areas.

= By opening their companies in
Uzbekistan, Pakistani textile
companies will get direct access to
highest quality Uzbek cotton,
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emplo with high literacy and free

export ime to the countries of
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On Elections in Uzbekistan

n December 23, 2019, the Mission

of the Office tor Democratic

Institutions and Fuman Rights of
the Organization for Seeurity and Co-
operation in Europe (OSCE / ODIHR)
published on the official wehsite the
Statement of preliminay findings and
conclusions from the monitoring results
of parliamentary elections in Uzhekistan
from November 25 to December 23 this
year, It is noted in the statermnent that the
alections were conducted in the context of
comprehensive reforms, initiated by
Fresident Shavkat Mirzivoyev in 2017.
The reform strategy, which is being
implemented in stages, aims to transform
Uzhekistan's economic, social and
political life. Tt is underlined that the
elections, held under the slogan “MNew
Uzbekistan — New Elections”, has termed
an irreversible modernisation and
democratisation process. The
transformation of economic, social and
political life is, by definition of the head of
Uzbekistan, irreversible.
OSCE recognizes that the recently
adopted Election Code incorporates
several previous OSCE/ODIHR
recommendations and brings the legal
framework closer i line with OSCE
commitments and other international
abligations and standarnds.

Positive assessment is given to a great
effort of the Central Election Commission
(CEC) to prepare the parliamentary
elections in an improved manner
Ascertained abidance of the CEC the
procedure for conducting elections. It is
noted improving access for persons with
disabilities, training thousands of polling
officials and conducting an intensive
voter information campaign. It is
weleomed the granting the right to vote
citizens sentenced to a term of
imprisonment for less serious erimes.
The introduction of the new centralized
voter register, the Single Electronic Voter
List {SEVL), is evaluated as a significant
achievement, which was designed to both
lessen the possibility for multiple entries
for the same person and to better ensure
the universalitv of the vote,

For the first time since 19uy, the ODIHR
report notes the openness and
transparency of elections. The election
campaign was held under conditions
characterized hy the highest respect and
authority, The media widely covered the
election, Maoreover, the OSCE praises
what i3 evidence that eivil and political
circles openly come forward with political
proposals and eriticism of the anthorities.
The campaign took place 10 an
environment characterized by incrensed

assertion of and tolerance by the
authaorities for freedom of expression,
though legal restrictions on this and other
fundamental freedoms persisted.

An important novelty, as noted in the
statement, is that frequent live debates
took place, most of which was broadeast
live, The media had more opportunities to
cover the elections. Bloggers are seen as
the most important source of
independent commentary, and their
influence is increasing. It is noted that
O8CE observers did not record any
discriminatory practice or commentary
an minorities during the campaign.

For the first time, it is also recopnized that
the Eleetion Code establishes a
reasonable framework that provides legal
means of responding to violations of
electoral law and the obligation of parties
to publish reports on the spending of
funds in the election campaign on their
website and in the media within a month.

It is emphasized that in total, the CEC
aceredited 820 international observers
and 135 international journalists for
whom was created equal and unhindered
aceess to the electoral process.

OSCE document also lists a number of
other positive transformations in state
and public administration svstem,
electoral practice.
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Uzbekistan expects
more tourigts from Pakistan:
Davrukov Fakhriddin
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ISLAMBAD, (DNA) Davrukov
Fakhriddin, Deputy Chairman of the
State Committee of the Republic of
Uzbhekistan for Tourism
Development has said Uszbekistan
accords preal importance to its
relations with Pakistan adding being
one of the largest countries in the
region, we expected big flow of
tourists from Pakistan.
He said Uzbekistan has seen huge
influx of tourists from across the
globe during past few years mainly
because of excellent facilities
provided to the tourists and
liberalization of visa regime.,
The Deputy Chairman expressed
these views in an exclusive interview
with DMNA news agency,
CENTRELINE magazine and daily

E@fzﬁi&:ﬁﬂhﬂm@mﬂm

The Deputy Chairman
(Deputy Minster), further
said ever since opening the
doors for tourists they had
got huge response even
beyond their expectations.
They were actually not ready
for such a huge response
therefore they had to work
on war footing to improve
and expand infrastructure to
accommodate more and

maore [eurists.
LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE
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I[SLAMABAD POST. The interview
took placein Tashkent,

Shukhrat Isakulov Head of Statisties
department and Feruz Dodiev
Deputy Head of International Affairs
and Protocol Department were also
present on the occasion,

The Uzbek tourism committee acts as
a tourism ministry and its Chairman
and Deputy Chairman's status is
equal to minister and deputy minister
respectively, Both of them are
appointed by the President of
Uzbekistan.

The deputy chairman said huge
tourism potential exists between
Uzbekistan and Pakistan but
unfortunately we have not wvet
explored this potential fully, He
nevertheless hoped that the recently
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launehed direet flight between
Pakistan and Uzbekistan will surely
increase flow of Pakistani tourists to
Uzbekistan.

While talking about religious tourism
he said his conntry was consistently
implementing comprehensive
measures to develop the tourism
industry as one of the strategic
sectors of the national economy,
which ensures the accelerated
development of the regions,
increasing the income and quality of
life of the population, as well as

improving the investment
attractiveness.
Mr. Fakhriddin added, both

Uzbekistan and Pakistan being the
Muslim countries possess plenty of
religious sites therefore both have
every reason to expand and intensify
their cooperation in religious
tourism,

He said Uzbekistan had got
international recognition as one of
the largest centers of Ziyarah tourism
in the Islamic World. In Uzbekistan
there are more than 7,000 priceless
memorial monuments of historical
material heritage — the main centers
and destinations for the tourism in
Uzbekistan. A huge role is played by
rich national traditions and values,
emanating from the pre-Islamic
period of civilization, thanks to which
such priceless material objects were
created.

He said President Shavkat
Mirzivoyvev initiated ambitious
reforms to transform the country into
an attractive destination for travelers.,
Reforms include a 30-day period of
visa-free travel privileges for visitors
from 65 countries; and a simplified
electronic visa system for citizens of
77 countries, including the United
States, was just introduced,
according to export.gov, which is
managed by the US Commerce
Department.

'In 2017 we had more than 2.6 million
tourists while in 2018 the number
rose to 5.4 million visitors which
means we almost doubled the
tourism flow. It was due to visa
liberalizations and other measures.
The E-visa system is very
comprehensive and easy to follow,
The electronic visas are granted in
justtwo days'.

The Deputy Chairman (Deputy

He however made it clear that this

Minster), further said ever since
opening the doors for tourists they
had got huge response even bevond
their expectations. They were actually
not ready for such a huge response
therefore they had to work on war
footing to improve and expand
infrastructure to accommodate more
and more tourists.

He said Uzbekistan offers huge
incentives fo those investing in the
hospitality industry. People investing
in hotel industry are offered cash
back faeility. While further
elaborating this facility the deputy
chairman said for instance somebody
building a hotel of 50 or more than 50
rooms is compensated @ USD 4.5
thousand per room. The
compensation is paid immediately
after the completion of the project.

LARGEST CIRCULATED IMPLOMATIC MA

facility is available only for next three
YEArs.

To a question about secarity of the

tourist Davrukov Fakhriddin said
Uzbekistan is a safe country and due
attention is paid towards flawless
security of the visitors.

He said we did something unique in
Uzbekistan by establishing tourism
police and appointed a separate
deputy tourism minister who is in
charge with the security and
development of the tourism sector,
*The tourism police comprise very
well educated men and women who
are quite familiar with the touristic
practices. They are efficient,
responsible and cordial. Just recently
a family lost its valuables in
Samrkand, The family reported it to
tourist police and within no time the
family got its belongings back”. DNA

CENTRELINE
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Investment Climate In The Republic
Of Uzbekistan:Current State,
Challenges And Solutions

5 vou know, a favorable
investment climate is a
rerequisite for ensuring a stable

high development of the economy,
attracting investments in regions and
industries, and enhancing
entrepreneurial activity. It contributes
tothe influx of foreign direct investment
in important industrial and social
prajects, expands the possibilities for
innovation, and improves the quality of
sticio-economic development.

Over the vears of independence,
Uzbekistan has gone through a difficalt
stage of restructuring the entire
economy, accompanied by ecertain
difficulties in terms of developing a
suitable concept and mechanisms for its
implementation,

In particular, it must be admitted that
for a long tme certain issues remained
unresolved in the field of doing business
(including currency conversion, free
repatriation of profits, attracting
international financial institutions,
ete.), and this, in turn, seriously affected
the investment attractiveness of the
country.

In the first half of 2019, the volume of
utilized foreign investments grew by 4.3
times compared to the same period in
2018 and amounted to $ 5.6 billion.

By the end of 2019, the development of
foreign direet investment in the amount
of at least % 7 hillion is expected. For
comparison, this figure in 2018
amounted to $ 2.8 billion,

In addition, over two vears, the number
of enterprises with foreign investment
doubled - the figure is more than 1o
thousand. The share of investments in
the GDP of Uzbekistan for the first time
amounted to 38%.

According to the results of January-
March zoig, Uszbekistan conduocted
trade relations with more than 150
countries of the world. Over the past
year, total turnover increased by 37%.
The main trading partners of the
Republic are countries such as China,
Russia, Kazakhstan, Korea and Turkey.

As a result, Uzbekistan was ranked 6oth
among 190 countries in the Doing
Business 2o2o ranking and entered the

Bj_.r Kh. Meliev

top 2o reformer countries in terms of
ereating the most favorable conditions
tor doing business, For comparison, we
note that in 2012, the country in this
rating occupied only 166 place.
Uzbekistan has also resumed active
negotiations on accession to the World
Trade (Organization {(WTO). Joining the
WTO will provide an opportunity, for
Uzbek  entrepreneurs, to raise the
prospects for increasing scientific and
technological progress in the sectors
through the acquisition and purchase of
efficient and reliable imported
equipment, In addition, upon entry into

In the first half of
2019, the volume of
utilized foreign
investments grew by
4.3 times compared to
the same period in
2018 and amounted to
$ 5.6 billion. By the
end of 2019, the
development of foreign
direct investment in the
amount of at least § 7
billion is expected.
the WO, domestic exporters will gain

easier access toforeign markets.
Uzbekistan's potential is bazed on solid
macroeconomic fundamentals - it is a
country with a strong domestic market,
relatively voung and cheap labor, rich
natural resources, a relatively
diversified economy and a rapidly
developing infrastructure.

In general, Uzbekistan has the
advantage of macroeconomie stability,
which, combined with ongoing reforms,

opens up opportunities in various
sectors of the economy, be it financial

serviges, construction or tourism,
NECESSARY INSTITUTIONS
CREATED FOR THE DEVELOPMENT
AND PROTECTION OF
ENTREPRENEURSHIP

To effectively ensure the rights and
legitimate interests of business entities
in the country, appropriate structures
have been created, whose task, among
other things, is to consolidate efforts in
the field of entrepreneurship
development.

In particular:

- The Ministry of Investments and
Foreign Trade is the state body of the
Republic of Uzbekistan, dealing with
export issues, attracting foreign
investment and other aspects of the
economy and international trade

- Receptions of the Prime Minister of the
RBepublic of Uzbekistan for
consideration of appeals of
entreprenents - ensure the quality and
efficiency of the organization of work
with appeals ofentrepreneurs;

- Foreign Investment Promotion
Ageney under the Ministry of
Investments and Foreign Trade -
participation in the implementation of
the state investment policy to attract
foreign investors and ereating favorable
conditions for the work of foreign
businessmen who want to invest in
Uzbekistan.

- The Commissioner under the
President of the Republic of Uzbekistan
for the protection of the rights and
legitimate interests of business entities -
provides guarantees for the protection
of the rights and legitimate interests of
business entities;

- Agency for the Development of Small
Business and Entrepreneurship -
implements a unified state policy aimed
at the development of
entrepreneurship.

- The Council of Foreign Investors
under the President of the Republic of
Uzbekistan - the main task of the
Council of Foreign Investors is to
directly participate in ereating a
favorable investment climate and
effective mechanisms to stimulate
domestic and foreign entrepreneurs to
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invest in priority sectors of the
economy, as well as to the regions of the
cotntey, with the aim of organizing
high-tech industries t¢ produoce
competitive export oriented products,
In turn, the Ministry of Justice is also
carrving out consistent work in this
direction.
In particular, according to the resalts of
the analysis of law enforcement
practice, relevant proposals are
developed to eliminate systemic
prablems that hamper the development
of entreprencurship, as well as aimed at
improving the business environment as
awhaole.
For example, it is expected to introduce
a system for assessing the level of
entrepreneurship development in the
regions of the Republic, which will allow
timely identification and elimination of
problems that impede the development
of entrepreneurship and attracting local
investments.
Work is underway to radically improve
the licensing system and licensing
procedures (proposals will be made to
eliminate bureaucratic barriers in
obtaining licenses and permits, reduce
the mmber of licenses and permits, and
also reduce the time for issuing them).
CHALLENGES IN THE WAY OF
EFFECTIVELY ATTRACTING
INVESTMENTS AND THEIR
SOLUTION
Along with the achieved results, there
are also areas requiring appropriate
adjustments,
As you know, in advanced foreign
countries (USA, England, ete.), the bulk
of the financing of the economy comes
from equity funds, bonds, and only the
amaller one consists of a form of bank
financing.
In Uzbekistan, banking sector assets are
120 times higher than the shares of free
flpat.
In particular, today the volume of
gecurities in free circulation is only 0.5%
of the country’s GDP, the market
capitalization of securities at the end of
2017 amounted to 5.9% of GDP,
These are very modest figures, which,
on the other hand, show huge potential
for growth,
Based on this, in order to develop this
direction, in early 2019, the Agency for
the Development of the Capital Market
wis creatied.
Mo less important is the course taken to
reduce state participation in the
economy and the privatization of state
assets. In 2020, the Management and
Privatization Strategy of state-owned
enterprises will be adopted, which

provides for the criteria for maintaining
state ownership of enterprises and their
transformation into efficient
enterprises that can compete in the
domestic and foreign markets, By 2023,
Uzbekistan plans to privatize at least 20
large state-owned companies,

At the same time, one of the main
canditions for attracting investments is
the provision of guarantees of property
rights.

However, recently there have been
some problematic issues related to
ensuring gnarantees of property rights.
In particular, cases of violation of the
rights of cwners during the seizure and
demolition of real estate.

In recent years, the country has been
actively working to improve the
architectural appearance of cities,

For comparison, this
figure in 2018
amounted to § 2.8
billion, In addition, over
two years, the number
of enterprises with
foreign investment
doubled - the figure is
mare than 10 thousand.
The share of
investments in the GDP
of Uzbekistan for the
first time amounted to
38%.

improve the living conditions of the
population and implement investment
prajects. These works in some cases
were accompanied by the seizure and
demolition of real estate, often
dilapidated, in disrepair, and also not
meeting the requirements of urban
planning,

Unfortunately, this process was not
always carried out by local anthoritiesin
accordance with the requirements of the
law, which required the adoption of
urgent measures to unconditionally
ensure the rights of owners,

Along with this, until recently, there
were still bureaucratic barriers and red
tape in the allocation of land.

In addition, there were cases of
initiation of issues of revision and
cancellation of the results of

privatization, which negatively affected
the confidence of entrepreneurs in
ensuring ownership.

The course taken on the policy of
openness, direct dialogue with the
public, including with entrepreneurs
and investors, made it possible Lo Hmely
identify problematic issues, as well as
take effective measures to address
them.

In particular, in order to address the
above issues, appropriate decisions
were taken by the President and the
Government of the Republic of
Uzbekistan.

Thus, in recent years, intensive reforms
have been carried out under the
leadership of the President of the
Republic of Uzbekistan Sh. Mirziyvovev,
including those aimed at ensuring a
favorable investment climate,

At the same time, meetings held with
entrepreneurs and investors showed a
lack of awareness of the local civil
servants on the nature and content of
the reforms.

It should be noted that the effectiveness
of retorms is determined not by the
number of legislative acts adopted, but
by the full provision for their
implementation.

Based on this, in early November 2019,
the legal monitoring syvstem was
introduced, aimed at ensuring 100
percent and uniform implementation of
legislative acts.

CONCLUSION

Thus, despite the positive results
achieved, it seems necessary to continue
focused work to improve the imvestment
climate in the conntry,

First of all, such issues as ensuring
reliable protection of the rights and
legitimate interests of entrepreneurs,
including  foreign investors, further
strengthening the protection of private
property, stimulating the development
of competition in the investment
market, developing the capital market,
improving law enforcement practice,
et need to be further developed.

The solution of these issues will
undoubtedly open up new opportunities
for the wide promotion of the
investment potential and the republic's
opportunities abroad, as well as
positively affect the positions of the
Republic of Uzbekistan in such
international ratings as the Index of
Economic Freedom, the Rule of Law
Index, the Corruption Perception Index,
where our results so far remain modest.
Eh. Meliev is the Executive Officer
Ministry of Justice of the Republic of
Uzbekistan
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Tashkent Osh Pilaf Center:
a must visit place for pullao lovers

ASHEENT: The Pakistani
delegation that arrived in
Tashkent to observe the

upcoming parliamentary and local govt
elections, was given a warm welcome
upon arrival at the Tashkent
International Airport. A dedicated guide
for each participant and a translator
made things easier.

At the ilil:‘ptrt‘l cach one of 1s was handed
over to a guide and translator. Upon
seging me Mr, Laziz and wvolunteer
Durdona immediately rushed to me and
escorted me to our hotel. It was my
second trip to Uzbelistan however first
with the Uzbek Air. 1t was an excellent
experience of flying with Uzbek Air, It
took us around two hours to reach
Tashkent from Lahore.

Durdona a student of local university,
was very fluent in English and remained
withus most of the time during the entire
program. She conducted all meetings in
avery professional manner.

The hosts wanted to offer me traditional
Uzbek delicacy PILAF and therefore
took me to the largest pilaf center in the
Central Asia named Osh markagz. Upon
inguiry, I was told that about 4,000 pilaf
lowvers visit the place every dav.
Established almost 30 years ago this
Pilaf center has now become a must visit
place for especially the foreigners
despite the fact that a large number of
locals are also seen hovering over the
place in order to get a seat as the place
wis 50 crowded and people even have to
waitin quenes for their turn.

The hallmark of the place is that the
conking process is done live and the

CENTRELINE
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Coming back to
Pilaf Center,
Tashkent visit will
remain incomplete
without a visit of this
center. It can easily
be located as it is
situation in
juxtaposition of
Central Asia's tallest
telecom tower.

vigitors can see how the pilaf is made.
There is huge Owens in which pilaf for
thousands of people can be cooked, This
restaurant had two big Owens and two
medium sized Owens which means it can
cater to needs of more than foor
thousand customers on daily basis, The
restaurant located in the heart of the
Capital, operates from 8 am till 10 pm,
Pilaf is prepared with rice and includes
raisons; chick peas and meat, Uzbek
Pilaf is nsuallv made with beef, however
Pilaf with lamb and horse meat is also
equally popular. Pakistanis do not eal
horse meat therefore we had to ask them
to bring Pilaf without horse meat. If vou
do not tell them, then the dish is
normally topped with a piece of horse
meat. Horse meat can easily be identified
because it looks different from lamb or
beef, Horse meat is by and large of dark
brown color with some traces of white
color.

Friday afternoon Tashkent was jolted
with earthguake, though not with acute
intensity as was the case in Pakistan
where an earthguake of 6.5 jolted many
parts of Pakistan. There is no time
difference between Fakistan and
Uzbekistan therefore earthguake
tremors were felt in both countries at the
same lime.

Coming back to Pilaf Center, Tashkent
vigit will remain incomplete without a
visitofthis center. Ttean easily be located
as it is situation in juxtaposition of
Central Asia's tallest telecom tower.

It may also be mentioned here that all
Uzhek cities h.‘i'ﬁ.-'[*..':.i:-{:t!iﬂl Pilaf delicacies,
Samarkand offers equally delicious
Pilau.
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Consul General of Iceland Saad Mahmood

My and Mrs Saad Mahmood Honorary Consul General af Iceland, Islamabad Pakistan with the
President of Iceland, Judni Th. Johannesson and the First Lady, Canadian born Eliza Jean Reid
during the 8th Consular Conference, September 2019,
[eeland for the honorary ; eland, ¢ s b Teetand. They are not paid for the
3 is closely with the Ministry
to promcle and

Production of electric cars to start in
Fergana region in October 2022

Target list of investment projects for the
development of industry, services and
agricultural products processing in
Margilan and Kokand cities of Fergana
region in 2o020-2022 has been
announced,

Avcording to the document, the®
organization of production of electrie
cars by “Shaftof omadli sanoat™ LLC is
set for October 1, 2002,

The production capacity of the plant is
o000 electric cars a year. The total
project cost is 540 rmillion, i|1i,'h|t|]|1_=,=,
24 million of foreign direct
ivestmenl, Rq:]:l-rh‘l”}; the plant will
create 200 jobs,

It should be recalled that in mid-
September this vear, President Shavkat
Mirzivovey visited the “Kokand™ FEZ
and familiarized himself with the
activities of the “Shaffofl omadli sanoat”
JV, |
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Exploring the grandeur of Bali

S "

It was indeed a long flight of minimum 10
pluzs hours no matter whichever airlines
one takes from Pakistan to Bali, Indonesia.
Hinwevier without exaggeration, the
agony of the long journey evaporated like
vapors at the touch down at airport
Denpasar , the provincial capital of Bali. If
youl are ecupying a window seat, vou are
in luck. The island gives a breathtaking
aerial view from little window and teases
the anxiety level to a higher notch as the
pilot announces descend.,  Relaxing quiet
beaches, innovating cuisine,  great surf,
lush green paddy fields and adventurous
wildlife, was all this party of eight was
looking forward to while planning an eight
day vacation in Bali.
Asked as which is the good season for a
vigit to  the island, one fellow Balinese
passenger on the plane answered ,* both
seasons” explaining further that the
island has wet season and a diy season a3
there is no summer or winter thus limiting
the choice.
Digzing into the geography of the country,
it eomprises of over 15000 islands but Bali,
hands dewn, stands tall and is usually the
favoutite pick when a decision needs to be
miade,
Caritinerary included 3 days in Nusa- Dua
which is about 30 to 40 minutes drive
depending on the traffic from the
Denpasar Airport, followed by & days in
Ubud and last 3 days in Seminyak instead
of Kuta which is more popular and
happening town.  The island makes vou
fall im lowve at the first sight and leaves an
imprint of impermeable memories. Post
trip.  People say that Bali is now spoiled
and for vears the search has been on for a
*new Bali”. The tourism ministry in
Jakarta has been working hercliously to
open new tourism vistas and very scon will
be announcing ten new Bali resors.
= b

By AB Khan

Unerowned surfs, mist-shrouded
rainforests, paddy felds, coconut groves
and fleets of eolorful fshing boats fill up
the Bali mosaic,

The island makes room for everyone, be it
a nature lover, animal's conservation
activists, a foodie, health freak or a
business tyeoon searching foraspot on the
planet earth to unwind without his or her
laptop and 1 phone, Bali offers unexpected
BUIPIrises.

Nusa means island and Dua means two
because there are two islands in the bay of
Bali. The place is a bit secluded from the
yistal buzzing activities |, beaches less
crowded  making it most suitable for
honevmooners and a small family of
vacationers to enjov in serenity. Nusa Dua
moa world within its own world, Water
spotts in the likes of Para- gliding or Pama-
sailing, sea walking, surfing especades are
all within throw away distance. A sea food
dinner on a one hour driver in Jimbaran
and a trip to Ulowatu Temple to witness
traditional Balinese dance called Kecak is
a st do while staving in Nusa Dua.

The western end of Bali is covered by more

than 200 square miles of uninhabited
jungle, home to endemic ebony leaf
monkeys, deer, giant monitor lizards,
hombills, civets and flying foxes. The Bali
National park is the most accessible part of

this wilderness and offers wildlife-
walching opportunities and h':'r' default if
von are into Safari's this a treasure trove
foryomn.

Artiving al our destination in Ubud, the
view from the hotel located in the middle
of rainforest and terraced rice paddy felds
was breathtaking, Having said that, Ubud
15 not the kind of place where one needs a
long list of things 1o do. The most
tempting however are the Yoga classes
being organized at every local hotel, visit
to monkey forest, Tegenungan waterfall
and of comrse rice field walks. There is a lot
af soul searching and mediating in Ubud
and one bumps into many Australians and
Europeans with long stays in the town for
Yoga expeditions, Cur hotel was the in the
middle of riee fields and this is as elose as
ane get to the natural habitat,

Diriving on a 12 seater that costs around
100 US dollars, we reached Menjangan
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Island, named after the deer that roam its
beaches, Thiz is Bali's most spectacular
diving #nd snorkeling venue and is the
ideal ]:Ii-.ll'.!! o escapse the over-crowded
recfs off the east coast, The steep drop off
here is a great place to watch an entire
universe of marine life that frequently
includes turtles, rays, eels, sharks,
dolphinsand, occasionally, whale sharks.
In order to up the ante, our last stop
Seminyak, abeach resort as wewanted the
holidays to end on a high note. Luxury
Villas, tantalizing Spas, high-end
shopping malls and chic restaurants
offering a wide array of cuisines, pretty
much covered the Seminvak up-scale
canvas fiorus . This town was definitely cut
ahove the rest. Pregnant with slick har and
cafes running along the coastline where
voucan dig in vour feet in the white sand or
wel vour toes in the sea water, Seminyak's
nighﬂ[ﬁ: I'll'l:]'L-'iL]l'!H a heaven for party
mongers. To enjoy a spectacular view of
the beach with a pinacolada in hand, visit
Potato Head Beach club, sit in one of the
cabanas near their inﬁll.ill."ly pool and
marvel at the site of the sunset. Coffes
addicts should not miss on the cup of
coffee at Revolver, another café on the top
of must visit lists,

There is choice between bean blends and
the place is not short on character, as it is
stvled to resemble a saloon from the wWild
West, While in Seminyak, vou cannot miss
Pura Petitenget which is one of the most
important sea temples in Bali. For
cocktails Ku De Ta was our stop. A large
beach front bar overlooking the oceans,
the bartenders over here perform magic as
they mix the cockatiels which are simply
lip smacking. Enough food for thought
before all packed up within 30 kilos
limitation of the airlines and back to our
home where the heart is.
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Is an in-house change
imminent in March ?

As key court developments and
political developments in the coming
weeks unfold the gquestion whether
the Khan government can survive
over the next few months is asked
with interest in the diplomatic circles
of Islamabad.

PT1 government has moved a review
petition in the Supreme Court on the
November 28th verdict in the matter
of extension in tenure of the Chief of
Army Staff. The stand-off between
higher judiciary and the military
establishment went into a high gear
last month when the Supreme Court
asked the government to come up
with a legislation to ensure that
cabinet and the President have the
power to grant an extension in
service to the Chief of the Army Staff.
The verdict made some detailed a
legal reasoning and bound the
government to answer some very
critical question on the appointment
of the COAS, its terms and conditions
and how an extension will be
granted. While opinion on whether
any legislation that responds to the
points raised in the verdict will be an
Act of Parliament or it will require an
amendment, in any case the
government was bound to engage
with the opposition. Khan
government hastried to take the easy
route and tried to handle the matter
through a review petition, This could
go either way for the government and
the COAS.

The verdict in General Musharraf
treason case opened another front
when the former military dictator
was handed down a death sentence
by a special court. This is
unprecedented and has attracted
quite a strong response from the
military.

Things were so serious that General
Bajwa had to rush to PM Khan on his
return from Geneva and meet him to
express what the military states to be

By Naveed Miraj

rage and disappointment’ in the
rank and file. Judge Wagar's'
controversial’ lines were surely
directed at provoking a response and
response it did invoke. The
government has now the delicate
task managing balanecing act
between the bench and military
establishment. Sensing that any
mishandling could lead to repeat of
2007 events where legal community
and the establishment fought it out
on the streets and in the courts

Chaudhry's of
Gwrat (PML (Q) are
again making
maneuvers that are
likely to result into
an in house change
in March next year.
These sources ask
to watch Chaudhry
Pervaiz Illahi and
are predicting that
his resignation as
speaker Punjab
Assembly will set
the ball rolling.

rooms. The government stepped
back from its earlier stance of moving
a judicial reference against Justice
Wagar Seth.

Meanwhile one source close to PML
(N) said that MNS has asked his
party's leadership not speak much on
either the extension or the
Musharraf verdiet as things are
taking their own course and PML (V)
does not need to intervene. He has
told them though that no extension
will be supported and also that things
will not reach a stage where

extension legislation will be
required. He has also reportedly said
that the party should be ready for
elections in the year 2020.

PPP has openly supported
Musharraf verdict and is trying to
gain some fraction in Punjab by
mobilizing its base which though
weak still is showing some life. It put
up a big show in Rawalpindi on
November 27,

In the meanwhile, those who closely
watch the developments in
Islamabad claim that Chaudhry's of
Gujrat (PML (Q)) are again making
maneuvers that are likely to result
into an in house change in March
next vear, These sources ask to wateh
Chaudhry Pervaiz Illahi and are
predicting that his resignation as
speaker Punjab Assembly will set the
ball rolling. How will different
parties play out this phase will be
interesting to watch.

Inside Khan government many
cabinet members have been
questioning Khan's strategy of just
wanting to fix the opposition
leadership and focusing too much on
media instead of core povernance
issues. Shiekh Rashid wha is the lone
MNA of his own party and ally of
Khan reportedly was very voeal ina
recent cabinet meeting and criticized
the economic strategy of the
government, Some other cabinet
members also voiced their concerns.
Sheikh Rasheed even went to the
extent of offering his resignation by
saying that he did not want to
continue.

The weak coalition constructed by
PTI has many internal strains and
any small coalition partner weaved
away from the coalition can bring the
government dow.

The writer is a senior
Journalist based in
Islamabad,
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Senator Enver Baig hosts Christmas dinner

for diplomats and Pakistani friends
' i
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WELLNESS
LOUNGE

|

ARE YOU WORRIED

HAIR LOSS &
HAIR THINING

Not just words We claim results

FUE HAIR
PRP TREATMENT [

o suegically Ry oiardc am irodment

ABOUT US

www.wellnesslounge.pk o 0 wellnesslounge.ish
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Shakil Express hosts New Year Brunch
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Christmas tree lighting ceremony
at Islamabad Serena Hotel
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AIRLINK

CHECK MOBILE WARRANTY AT
WWW.AIRLINKCOMMUNICATION.NET

AIRLINK HAS YOU COVERED - PROVIDING THE BEST AFTER
SALES SERVICES NATION WIDE

D% @ 5

24 HOURS RETURMN SOFTWARE & CUSTOMER SERVICE WARRANTY
HARDWARE REPAIR

OUR CUSTOMER, OUR REALITY

UAN: 042-111-46467-4568 *VERIFY YOUR WARRANTY STATUS AT

LG-2, AL QADIR HEIGHTS, NEW GARDEN TOWN ﬂ (©) ] amunk communicaTiON WWW AIRLINKCOMHUNICATION. NET
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Azerbaijan keen
to enhance
educational links
with Pakistan:
envoy

ISLAMABAD, (DNA) — Ambassador of
Azerbaijan Ali Alizada hias said his conntry
attached great importance to relations
with Pakistan adding promoting
educational links with Pakistan is also one
of our prime goals.

The ambassador expressed these views
while speaking during a seminar titled
Education Policy of Hydar Alivev and
Muhammad Al Jinnah, held at National
Library of Pakistan.

The ambassador further said, Hydar
;1[5_1.-'1:1.' Foundation school was built in
Muzaffarabad, Kashmir besides providing
materials to Muzaffarabad school
regularly.

.-‘J..-'.t:l'l:mi..i&:u Stucdy Center has also been
established in the National Library while
Nizami Corner has been established in
Mational Book Foundation, the
ambassador told,

Ambassador Alizada said the Foundation
was also providing assistance and support
to different schoals, including schools for
special persons,

Besides, the Foundation alse offered
Scholarships and Fellowship programs,
for different projects for the vouth of
Pakistan.

Talking about the national leader
Ambassador Alizada said, Mational
leaders devoted their whole life to
prosperity and well-being of our nations
and they hold a special place in the history
of ourcountries

He said one of the main pillars of their
policy for the progress of our secieties and
countries was the development of
education and the correct assessment ofits
importance.

‘Hevdar Aliyev paid great attention to the
development of science and education and
took important steps aimed at developing
the scientific and education system of the
eauntry based onadvanced principles. The
education reforms carried out by him in
our country sinee gaining independence
had global nature and covered all its

CENTRELINE

aspects and are continued by present
leadership of country as well.”
Hundreds of schools have been built inthe
country under Heydar Alivey
Foundation s “New school for a renewing
Azerbaijan” and “Support for Education”
projects, the ambassador said,

He said lteracy ration in Azerbaijan was
gg%. Azerbaijan is listed among the
countries with compulsory elementary
and secondary education,

T TR S TRy

_-""'HL_ .

"We continue also our cooperation om
etdneation with international organization
and with many friendly countries by
providing different opportunities for
foreigners on education in Azerbatjan and
supporting projects related on eduocation
in various conntries in order to achieve all
Sustainable Development Goals for
education”, the ambassador
concluded. =DNA
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IKRAM MOHAMMAD IBRAHIM

PROTON car plant to further boost Malaysia-Pakistan relations

ISTAMABAD, Tkram Mohammad Ibhrahim
High Commissioner of Malaysia has said

Malaysia and Pakistan have been enjoving
cordial and brotherly relationship sinee our
independence in 1957,

He said this relationship has grown from
strength to strength, particularly during the
past ome year period — beginning with the
official visit of Prime Minaster of Pakistan to
Pultrajava on 20th and 2i1stof November
2rnf; followed by the official visit by the
Prime Minister of Malaysia to Islamabad

| o

year

from the 2ist until the 23rd of March this
on the oecasion of Pakistan Day.
He made these remarks while speaking

during @ ceremony held to hand owver
Malaysian Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohammad's gift of PROTON X70 ear to
Prime Minister of Pakistan. Abdul Razak
Dawond Adviser to the Prime Minister for
Commerce, Textile, Imdustry, and
Production and ITnvestment received the

Car,
The high commissioner further said our
leaders met twice in Beijing (albeit briefly

on the margins of the Belt and Road

Initiative Summit hast Apeil), and most

PM Khan pays
half amount to
use car gifted by
Malaysian PM

By MNaveed Miraj
ISLAMARBAD, (DNA) - Prime Minister
Imran Khan has acquired for his personal
use after paying government of Pkaistan
Rupees 3 million a car presented to him on
behalf of the Malaysian Prime Minister
Mahatir Muhammad,

A Proton K70 automobile was delivered by
the Malavsian High Commissioner in
Pakizstan to Minister for Commerce Razzak
Dawood for Prime Minister of Pakistan,
The standard procedure is for all gifts
receivid by government functionaries to
be deposited with Tosha khana, Onee the
gifts are deposited they can keep them for
themselves after paying the half the value
of the assessed value of the item.

The car that is Malaysian brand and soon
to be available in Pakistan through local
assembling was assessed at Rupees 6
million and PM Ehan paid half the value of
the car and purchased it according to the
rules and regulations.

This is the first gift that Prime Minister has
kept for himself., All other gifts he has
received during foreign visits have been
deposited with the Tosha Khana.=DNA

recently in New York (on the margins of the
United Nations General Assembly Session
last September).

“And as the Malayvsian High Commissioner,
I was very plessed that Prime Minister
Imran Khan visited Malaysia = from 19th
until 21stDecember — to participate in the
Kuala Lumpur Summit to be chaired by
Prime Minister Mahathir Mohamad — a
most fitting way indeed to end a most
peoductive and beautiful year, insofar as
Malavsia-Pakistan relationship is
concerned”,

O the trade front, the high commissioner
said Bilateral Joint Ministerial Committes



on Trade and Investment has been
established which will have its inangural
session in Islamabad or Kuala Lompur nest
I‘_.-"I.'Elr.

Secondly we are focussing on increase in the
exchange of visits bv our business
delegations; and thirdly, increase in two-
way trade iz also onour agenda.

“For the January-October 2019 period, our
trade figure stood at USDa billion — our
exports to Pakistan amounted to USDoo
million, while our imports from Pakistan
amounted ta USD2o million. T am hopeful
that our bilateral trade performance this
vear will surpass last vear's figure, which
stood at USD.5 billion”,

While talking about cooperation st the
social front and ]'N.![J'l-]L'-'l[.l—F!L"L'I-l!El.‘l’.'l:JItli'JL‘L]'lL'
said two key achievements this wvear
included wvisits by officials from four
Malaysian universities to further explore
coaperation in higher education with their
Pakistani counterparts; and
commencement of the twice weekly
[slamabad/Kuala Lumpur/Islamabad six-
hour divect flights by PIAin mid-October, to
supplement the five-times weekly Kuala
Lampur/Lahore/Kuala Lumpur five-hour
direct flights by Malindo Air that started in
20116,

“While Malaysia is thinking of buying more
from Pakistan, we also want Lo export more
to Pakistan. In this regard, 1 need to
promote one Malaysian prodect in
Pakistan. So, I would like to give a Proton
car to the Prime Minister of Pakistan who is
a friend and very supportive of Malaysia.
But, | have other reasons for this (that is)
hope that we can work together in
producing that prodoet™

A few hours later, during his interview with
PTV Waorld that same evening of
aondMarch,my Prime Minister sgid, and
again | quots,

“Tn order o industrialise, we must have
engineering capability, If you manufacture
a car, you learn a lot about manufacturing,
ahout engineering. S0, we can have new
engith*t‘.ring-rLrl.‘lit‘d businesses, When we
build & ear, we need aboul 4,000 parts - all

of which are produced using different
materials and different ways of producing.
If vou can master the manufacturing of
motor ¢ar, vou will learn a lot about
engineering, about manufacturing and that

will contribute towards the
industrialisation of your country, So, we

are bringing in our national car (Proton),
and beeause of the need for us to learn how
to produce a car, we can {(subsequently)
produce other manufactured products as
well”

Those meetings have produced valoe
added, tangible results which include,
among others, four key achievements on the
political and diplomatic front:

- Firstly, inerease in the exchange of high
vl visits:

- Secondly, the commitment to reconvene
the Bilateral Joint Coordination Meeting, at
the level of Foreign Minister, in Islamabad
sl I‘r'l.':'H';

- Thirdly, the establishment of the Bilateral
Political Consultations mechanism, at the
leveel of Foreign Secretary — which had its
inangural annual session in Islamabad last
February; and

- Fourthly, the entry into force of the Partial
Visa Abolition — for Diplomatic and Official
Passport holders,

The three kev concepts that ean be extracted
from those remarks by my Prime Minister
are:

- Enduring brotherly relationship between
developing Muslim countries;

- Pursuing a value-added, win-win
partnership, in accordance with the spirit of
South-South Cooperation; and

- Sharing and acgoiring technical and
technological eapabilities, including
through technology transter.

Insofar as the Malavsia-Pakistan trade and
economic relations are concerned, those
three concepts 1 just mentioned serve as the
governing pillars of our policies and
approaches,

Thoze concepts have indeed taken tangible
shape — in the form of the joint venture that
we sep today between Malaysia's Proton
Holdings and Pakistan's Al-Haj
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Automotive.  As the Malaysian High
Commissioner, | highly commend and
appland thismutually
In:l'u:ﬁl:ial]m|'t:'|:3nj|1i]'r.
Back to Proton. 1ts saga began in 1683~ the
brainchild of Prime Minister Mahathir
Mohamad almost four decades ago to fulfil
his wvision and desire to see Malaysia
possessing the engineering and
manufacturing capabilities in our pursuil
towards industrialisation.Since 1983,
Malaysia remains the only developing
Muslim eountry that prodoces its own
national car— Proton, which stands . for
Perusahaan OtomobilNasional, or National
Antomobile Enterprise.
I consider our event here this morming as
not merely 10 mark the presentation and
handing over of the Proton X70— a gift from
my Prime Minister to his Pakistani
counterpart, which in itself is undoubtedly a
gignificant undertaking. It is not just &
brotherly giftfrom one leader to another. Tt
iz more than that!
This event signifies the beginming of a
productive Malavsia-Pakistan heavy
industry joint venture in fulfilling ouar
Strategic Partnership agenda — a long-term
vision that was set by our leaders.
We are certainly very pleased that Malaysia
and Pakistan, twoe brotherly Muslim
nationg, have now entered into a bright-
prospect partnership in the automobile
industry. Malaysia stands ready to assist
Pakistan in acquiring the necessary
capabilities and technology.
Al-Haj Automotive, in close collaboration
with Proton, has commeneed last month the
construction of 4 new assembly plant near
Karachi. By the First Half of 2021, we will
see locallv-assembled Proton vehicles on
Pakistani roads, insya’ Allah,
For now, [ hope Prime Minister Imran Khan
will enjoy his brand new Proton X70 — a
beautiful, state-of-the-art machine, T am
certain that he will be impressed with this
SUV,and will give his seal of approval that it
is just as good, if not better, than those SUVs
Irom other developed countries,
Muolaysia-Pakistan dostizindabod!
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High Commissionner of Sri Lanka Noordeen Shaheid
hosts dinner for Sri Lankan cricket team
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Cultural performances; martial arts show
add color to Thai reception

performances and martial arts show

added eolor to Thal national day
reception as That artists had travelled all
the way from Bangkok to be part of
national day festivities.
Thai food festival kicked started-at a local
hotel also provided real feast o those who
have a taste for mouth-watering Thai
fond,
Federal Minister for Science and
Technology Fawad Chaodhry said
relations with Thailand are constantly on
the move adding both countries have been
cooperating with each other on varions
foras,
The minister expressed these words while
speaking on the occasion of National Day
of Thailand, A large number of guests
hailing from various walks of life attended
the reception.

ISL.-W-MH.-\D. (DNA) - Cultural

Thai pirls attired in traditional dresses
|"'l1.‘-‘\l.’|'|El.‘R| i IT'Ii"‘H'I‘."Ti.i{'II'I;J, ]]'lﬂTf"fll"l'l'li”'lk'Ji.'.
Traditional Thai coisines also remained
center of attraction of guests. Thai martial
arts performance was vel another

The

hallmark of the event,

Pakistan amd Thailand were on positive
Lrajectary,
Thailand, he said, is an important country
in the region therefore both countries
need to benefit from each other. He said

federal minister further said
Pakistan, Thailand relationship would
continue to thrive even in the days to

come, He said bilateral relations between
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the government of PM Imran Khan is
ionsin strengthening relations with the

ISLAMABAD, (DMNA) -The third season of
Serena Hotels Photography Competition
aogeoncluded in Islamabad Serena
Hotel. Almost go0submissions came from
far flung areas of Pakistan with the theme
this year being, People and Culture of
Pakistan.

Irfan Ali from Kurram Distriet KPK and
Dileep Parnar from Nagarparkar were
chosen as winner and runner-up
respectively after a rigorous jury session
with renowned photographers, Wajahat
Malik and Sved Mehdi Bukhari, along
with Serena Hotels management,

Mehdi Bukhari said, “The submissions
this time were mind boggling, as there
were =0 many good photos to choose from.
The contestants were from far flung areas
of Pakistan this time, including
Balochistan, Interior Sindh and Gilgit
Baltistan. The winner however was Irfan
Al from Kurram District KPE whose work
speaks for itself,

ck in 1951
s are as old

i |L..i:'r'|' been

He was able to capture the stories of
people, while keeping his lights, technique
and angles in cheek, The rinner-up was
Dileep Parnar from Nagarparkar who
really highlighted the unigue beauty of his
area and people through bheautiful
photographs”,

The work will also be promoted through
well-known  print/digital platforms. In
addition, a gift voucher will be awarded
for o2 nights stay (full board) at =
designated Serena Hotel's property.
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adding there are many I

Irfam Ali said, T belong to district Kurram,
which was recently merged in Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa, 1 was tagged in the
Facebook competition by a friend and
though to giveitatry,

The minner up was Dileep Parnar who
hails from a small ety in Tharparkar
Dristrict, at the foot of the Karoonjhar Hills
called Magarparkar, He said, "I started
photography with my mobile phone back
in 2015. | come from a very
underprivileged and undiscovered area,
however it is seenie and Ry heautiful, 1
have been capturing the beauty of my city
through my photos and hope to promote it
in mainstream media as a8 tourist
destination in the frture™,

The Discover Pakistan Competition and
coffee table book showeases the immense
beauty of the country and gives young
photographers the space to showease
their skill, ereativity and awareness of the
unigqueness of Pakistan. =DNA
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Huge scope exists
to expand
Kazakhstan-
Pakistan ties:

ambassador
ISLAMABAD- Ambassador of
Kazakhstan Akan Rakhmetullin has said
though a lot has been achieved in Pakistan-
Kazakhstan relations, there is still plenty
of opportunities to expand our mutually
beneficial Hes, particularly in trade and
economic cooperation, cultural, education
and tourist exchange.,

“1 will be trving my best to bring our
partnership to the new qualitative level”.
The ambassador made these remarks
while speaking on the occasion of
Independence Day of Republic of
Kazakhstan.

Muhammed Mian Soomro, Federal
Minister for Privatization was the chief
zuest, While a large number of guest
hailing from various walks of life attended
the reception,

CENTRELINE

The ambaszador further said Kazakhstan
highly values good relationship with
Pakistan and those greater benefits, which
itmay bring us in the near fatare.

He said Kazakhstan was an integral part of
Central Asia — a region connected with
centuries-old links with South Asia, This is
what defines our foreign policy towards
brotherly Pakistan. And we are grateful
and proud that Pakistan was among the
first countries that recognized our
Inclependence.

“Soon after we had established our
diplomatic relations, Kazakhstan opened
its Embassy here in [siamabad in 1904, to
which I became a part as a young attaché.
And now T am back after twenty five vears
asan ambassador — proud and honoured”,
The ambassador said achievements of

inspired by
F + —
L —

-

political wisdom and energy of the First
President of Kazakhstan, Nursultan
Mazarbayev, who also playved a vital role in
establishing cordial relationship between
Karakhstan and Pakistan incepted from
first visit to Islamabad in 1go2. (Planted a
trée — grew from little tree into strong,
solid and heauntiful tree — a svmbaol of how
ourfriendship has develop).

He said thisyear his country had reached
major milestones and seen peaceful power
transition.

The founding father, First President of

Kazakhstan Yelbasy Nursultan

Mazarbayev relinguished his powers after
devoting 27 vears of service to building a
modern Kazakhstan. Just a few days ago,
Kazakhstan celebrated the Day of the First
President,

'1‘ .
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WE NEED
YOUR HELP

Wellness Trust is helping people to
fulfil the needs of basic human rights
including healthcare education clean
water Green environment
Entrepreneurship and leadership.

Please join hands in this noble cause
to help pecple and make them a
stronaer nation as stronger Pakistan.

WELLMESS
TRUST

DR AAMIR HANIF

Chairman Weliness Trust

HEALTH CARE

Providing basic health facilities to the
under privil |

Develop & e health care plans to
provide acce n rermate areas

EDUCATION

To rnake education accessible to children in

rermofe sreas

Facilitating learning and acquisition of
ledge

Making strategies to reduce illiteracy

= . n
CLEAN WATER
To use resources to provide clean drinking
water
A gss about the Importanc

r in order to tackle infective

Installation of water filtration plants and
digging of wells

L:H"f EN [.H“!T-‘UF*FH!E"\"T

Lrated s TOr Washe OHSDe0ns

ENTREPRENEURS

Building f

HEALTH CARE:

RaInnNg cCamps.cort




Pakistanis' hearts throb with
Palestinian people, says minister

'II

ISIAM.—".EAD‘ (DNA)  Federal

Minister for Aviation Ghulam
Sarwar has said hearts of all
Pakistanis throb with their Palestinian
brothers and sisters adding Pakistan
strongly eondemns Israeli occupation
of Palestinian territories and

persecution ofinnocent peaple.

The minister expressed these views
while speaking as chief guest on the
occasion of Day of Solidarity with
Palestinian people and 3ist
anniversary

of declaration of

40 CENTRELINE

The minister said there are many

Palestinian state,

Federal Ministers, Deputy Speaker of
Mational Assembly, Senators, and
members of civil society and
diplomatic corps attended the
reception hosted by Ambassader of
Palestine Ahmed Rabei.

Minister Ghulam Sarwar further said
Pakistan and Palestinian Auothority
have a wvery close and political
relationship. He said that Pakistan
firmly remains committed to Two
State Solution’ of the Palestine.

SOLIDRAITY

LI o

Palestinians in Pakistan seeking
education in various universities and
institutions across the country such as
Karachi, Lahore, Hyderabad, Quetta
and Multan., Settled families on the
other hand, are primarily based in
Islamahad and Karachi, he added.
He said relations between two
countries are from cordial to excellent
and growing with the each passing
day.
He assured that Pakistan will continue
supporting the cause of Palestine
through thick ;m-gh‘h'irj_.
I
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Earlier Ambassador of Palestine
Ahmed Rabei thanked the guests for
attending the reception in large
numbers.

He also read out message of President
of State of Palestine Mahmoud A '
in which the Pr it said time
come for the en
Palestinian peoj e i
|I. m this injustice, oppre and
atiomn.

sranted lhn* State of Palestine

5 in the Unite

_'i[r:liilln |||' |_hl_‘

Nations in
President ha

1 communi rnl HI]'I"L]J iled
i 1 "|]‘||||1 of our collec
:|1d the Israeli

if the State of

1 1||.-,-._ its full :;|1|-:|
on the 4 June
th a just and

) ‘ o

31‘-“. vy B
PALESTINIAN

L, DECLARATION
e M A e
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relevant UN
Peace

conformity with the
ons and the
e, which affirmet

ition: the State of Palestine

ion +_1+.-[.1iLl1:|1:|.: various facets of
tinian life style and
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DR AAMIR HANIF

vocacLass  JEUEE

Lifestyle Medicine
Weight Management

YOGA THERAPY

Practicing yoga has been shown to induce refaxation

(,/fg,f,f}qqg . WEIGHT MANAGEMENT
. 5. This may help

axcalience in wc'fmc'ss
Active, intense styles of yoga help you burn the most calorie
While restorative yoga isn't an es

prevent welght gain, )
aga is effective in helfping

yoga, it still helps in welght loss. The rest
Call us now f or overweight persan to maintain weight and lose abdominal Tat.
further information

+92 51 874 0815 www.wellnesslounge.pk O o wellnesslounge.isb
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yubia National Park was
established in 1984 in an east
orner of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa

provinee of Pakistan. In 1998 it was
expanded form its original size of
1,684 hectares (4,061 acres)[6] or
16.84 km2 (650 sq mi) to 3,912
hectares (8,184 acres). Since then it
has been managed by the Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Wildlife Department.
The purpose of establishing it was to
conserve the temperate forests.
Originally, the park stood at an area of
857 acres (3.47 kmz2), but in 1008 it
was expanded to coveran area of 1,685
acres(6.82 kmz2),

The total population of Ayubia and
surrounding villages as per a 1996
census is 18,097 people living in 2,311
households.

The climate of the park is cool in the
summers, but harsh in the winters.
While it remains only placidly hot in
May and June, the cold sets in when
the monsoons come to lash in late July
and early August, In the winters cold
increases in severity gradually until
the west winds bring rains, which

sirlL
eventually turn into snow. The park
remains snow-capped through the
later part of winters.
It is protected area of 3,312 hectares
(8,184 acres). The area supports
temperate coniferous forest and
temperate broadleaf and mixed forest
ecoregion habitats, with an average

Article Sponsored by

Shakil Express (Pvt.) Ltd.

— AYUBIA NATIONAL PARK
glevation of 8,000 fest (2400 m)
above the sealevel.

MAyubia MNational Park is surmounded
by seven major villages and three
small towns: Thandiani, Nathiagali
and Khanspur.

The park has been developed as a
resort complex from a combination of
four mini resorts of Khaira Gali,
Changla Gali, Ehanspur and Ghora
Dhaka in Galyat. It is managed by the
Wildlife and Parks Department of
Government of Khyvber Pakhtunkhwa,

The Oldest Family Travel Company Serving Since 1947

Shakil Chambers

(Govt. Licence No.57)

Suharwardy Road Crossing 7th Avenue G-6/1

[slamabad, Pakistan,
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Telephone: (92-051)2607318-25
Facsimile; (g92-051) 2271186
E-mail: mail@shakilexpress.com
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Far Happy Life
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Spanish duo & 7 S

presents spell-
binding
performances

ISLAMABAD, (DMA) — The Spanizh artists
travelled all the way from Spain to perform in
a music show Duo Cassado Piano and Cello
connect, arranged by the Spanish embassy in
Pakistan.

Ambassador of Spain Manuel Duran in his
opening remarks gave an introduction of the
artists. He highlighted various aspects of life
of the twe celebrities who have excelled in
their field within a short span of time,

The ambassador said another reason of
holding the event was to recognize and
augment sustained world efforts to fight
against global warming.

Do Cassadd started their artistic endeavour
in the year 2000, since then they have been
presented with numerous plandits and have
had praise heaped upon them from the public
aswell as eritics alike,

Damidn Martinez Mareo, considered one of
the best cellists of his generation, was
recognized and recommended by Mstislay
Rostropovich. They were also recommended
bv Alicia de Larrocha as the most brilliant
duo, represents of the spanish chamber
MLEic,

Marta & Damian have performed in some of
the mast prestigions anditoriums all over the
world from Europe to the Middle East, from
America to Africa, and have managed to form
a due that has combined a talented cellist
exnding warmth and finesse and a pianist of
refined sensibility.

Damiin Martinez Mareo started to make a
name for himself at a very early age, hence his
recommendation by Mstislav Rostropovich to
the Queen Sofia. He has won numeroas
international accolades, and is widely known
for his “expressive sensibility” and “ornate
tone”,

Marta Moll de Alba is widely considered as
ome of the finest pianists of her generation,
Through her fledgling career she has already
been able to garmer much praise as well as
picking up several awards along the way in
Barcelona, Porto and Mannheim.

In 2006 the “Sociedad Econdmica de Amigos
del Pais”™ bestowed upon her the “Premio
Gran Canaria” award. Under the trelage of
Alicia de Larrocha, Leontina Margulis, Cecilio
Tieles, Margarita Guerra and Tibor Szasz she
was allowed to discover her own artistic vision
and expression.

In their remarks the musicians said that
“artists should have a keen interest in all
forms of music whether be it theatre, cinema,
rrsie or paintings. That is the definition of a
true arlist”.

A large number of audiences hailing from
various walks of life attended the concert and
praised mesmerizing performances of the
duo. -DNA
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House # 6-A. Ismail Zabeeh Road, (Service Road Parallel to Faisal Avenue) F-8/3, Islamabad.
e-mail: abrar_associates@ yahoo.com | www.drabrarassociates.com
Ph: +92 51 228 7691 / +92 51 228 7692 | Fax: +92 51 228 7693
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Indonesian govt
keen to expand trade ties
with Pakistan: ambassador

[SLAMABAD, (DNA) —Ambassador of
Indonesia Iwan S Amri has said the
Indonesian government was keen to expand
business relations with Pakistan adding
purpose of this interest is to encourage
business interests of its partners,

The ambassador expressed these views while
speaking on the oceasion of a ceremony held
to hand over Primaduta award to Pakistani
leading business group.

The Indonesian government gave this award
to Waheed Group of Companies for their
outstanding performance and building
linkages between the two countries,
Ambassador Amri further said “we
understand that bilateral trade trend is not up
to expectations due to domestic economic
pressures and overall global recession but this
awurd shows that two sides will continue to
play their constructive role in spite of
temporary hurdles.

He said the Primadoa award was a special
award presented by the Indonesian
povernment annually to the international
buyers of Indonesian products in recognition
of their contribution for playing an important
role in boosting their coantry's trade with
Indonesia.

The ambassador said, this year Waheed

Group from Pakistan received the Primadua
award in the Indonesian Trade Expo.

“This is well known group in Indonesia as one
of the largest and loval customers of
Indonesian palm oil products on regular
basis”, he added.

The ambassador later handed over award to

Pakistani business group. A large number of
businessmen attended the reception.
Mavor of Islamabad Sheikh Anser Aziz
attended the event as chief guest and
distributed other awards also.=DNA

LARGEST CIRCULATED DIPLOMATIC MAGAZINE

47



Collective efforts needed to make

ISLAMABAD, (DNA)-Ambassadar of
Maldives Ahmed Saleem has said SAARC
was the manifestation of the collective will
of our Member States to promote regional
cooperation and integration in order to
promote the welfare of the peoples of
South Asta and to improve their quality of
liffe.

He said as a former Secretary-General of
SAARC, he was delighted that the SAARC
process was moving steadily in spite of
mounting challenges and difficulties.

“I am given to understand that this year
alone, many important activities have
taken place including five ministerial level
meetings. That includes the SAARC
Education Ministers'® Meeting in my
country of the Maldives™.

Ambassador Salim expressed these words
on the oceasion of SAARC Charter Day
funetion held at the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, on Monday.

Foreign Secretary Sohail Mahmood, was
the chief guest while all ambassadors and
high commissioners of SAARC countries
attended the function.

He father said undoubtedly, despite many
challenges, the importance of this
arganization, has in fact grown by every
passing vear. During the past 34 wvears,
SAARC has made a difficult jourmey
during which there has been economic
growth secial development and enltural
advancement,

In spite of it, the overall development of
SAARC and our region remain much
below the levels of expectations and we
have not been able to exploit the huge
potential that remains unexploited. It is
up to us alone to make the association
more effective in order to keep it relevant
to the present context.

He said he was hopeful that SAARC can
still achieve its desired goals and
abjectives but only if all members hold
same degree of commitment and display
mutual respect towards each other and
are determined to work together in a
responsible atmosphere of friendship and
COOpEration.

As we mark another vear since its
establishment, we need te remind

BN s e 5

vears ago. Sadly,

ourselves of
fethe noble

Aszociation

SAARC a vibrant body: Ambassador Saleem

“SAARC s the best thing to have
happened in this region. | sincerely
believe SAARC is the only vehicle that can
e proamole nol urlly COONOIE l!EJtI-l!l'l‘cl!i[JTl
but also maintain peace and harmony in

h

a n d theregion”,
redouble  The ambassador appreciated the Ministry
our efforts  of Foreign affairs for having given him this

and focus om how, as a region,
we can improve the lives of
our |u‘.t11‘:|v.l‘i lI'lruug]'L
sustainable development.

In order to do that, what we
need among ourselves now,
more than anything else, is
respeet and confidence
among ourselves and a
serious effort to =ettle
whatever differences we have
among curselves, for our own
good and that of SAARC,

If political problems that
have existed in the region for
s0 long can be resolved
amicably and peacefully, we
n-;.-ul:i he the MOS! Prosperous
in the world given the huge
potential in the region, the
ambassadoradded.

“While all these important
activities are taking place in
SAARC, we must hold our
breath and wait to find out
when the next Summit will
take ]'l'.H.L‘t!. We all know that
holding of SAARC Summit,
which is the highest body of
SAARC, pl‘{:'b'i{l?_l: renewed
impetus to the SAARC
process”,

Last Summit was held
Mepal in November 2614, five
thi= has
been the longest period
SAARC has gone without a
Summit.

The 19th Summit was to be
held here in Islamabad in
November 2016, but was
unl'urtl.:rulti.:]}', postponed, Tt
is hoped consensus among
the Member States will be
evolved soom to hold the
Summit as early as possible,

Our resolve to reg‘:umt]

-
r:uupt'rdlmn rTemains .-::a

undeterred in spite of some
sethacks that we continue to
face every now then.

opportunity to speak at this important
function in commemoration of the g5th
anniversaryof SAARC, =DNA
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I TERMS & CONDITIONS

Netional Competitva Bidding [NCH) will be conducted in secordance wilh
Single Blage, Twa -Emalops procedure and i open ko & alyibie biddes
Trom eligele Source countries

J=N )

[ESCO Imviles Sealed Tendar, undar Single Stage Two Envelape hidding
Procedure from Eligibie firms an National Competitive Basks in accordance
with proneston of PP rules

Tandar No.

. A complete set of bidding decuments may be ablaned by inlerested

Description of Matenial
ASCH Lyny Condiscior

{antity

NCB- 47 O M

Bedder/ V' must desmonstrate at least three (03 numbers of contracts
successfully completad within the last five years of similar or higher
rabird equipment for which condract ba be let and value of each confract
agreement’ POS shoulkd be egual o vahes Hs. 1008 Millicn.

The manfachurer musi haye sl leasl Nwe (05 years design /
manuiactiring experience of dmikr qoods | equipment wih T same o
Fegher rating and capacity and thres (05) years successiul continuous
operafional experience of sich goods / equipmeant

Hligile Bidders may obtasn further informeation, mspect and acquire the
Bidding Decuments from the Office of undersigned.

bacliders trem e alficn of The undersgned w.el 319 December, 2019
on subimission af & writen applicetion al e address ghven befow and
i panpment in cash ol & non-refundalie 1es of Bs.50000- a5 cost of
teneder document on any wWirking day dunng office hours or may be sent
by couries service if requestad by the bidder for an sdditional fes of
Ag, 100~ Ko liability will be accepted for koss or late delivery, in case
the documant i ba be-send by courier senvice,

Th Bl miuist be sccompaniad by 8 separale Bid Security n the emaunt
3% of quoted bl price i he financial proposal In Feowr of Chigl
Engineer [Deveiapament) IESCO kamabad and vaid for 28 dys beyond
the bid vilikity in T form of Bank Guarantes/Temand Oraft. The: bid
sheall be walid 1540 days from date of opening

Figls: must be dalivered fo Chiet Ergneer (Dev) IESCO Street Mo 40
Sector (3-7/4, Elamabad at or before 1030 Howr, on 20 Jenuary, 2020
eritf Technicel Propesal will ke opened &l 1100 Hours an the same dete
e T pressance ol participents of their authonzed representztive Bearng
authority ketiers) wh chocss So atiend [ESCH Hesd Ofice Conerence
Hoom G704 Streel Mo, 40, lamabad, while Fianceal Bid shell rémsain
umopened in the custody of undersigned. Financiz! Bid sheil be opened of
thos= biddesiz) who will be declared technically resporssee, Financial Bid
of tachnica! Non-responaive bidderts) shall be retumed un-opsnerd.

The forzign bidder may also parlicipata in this tender in fhe form of JV
with Local FER registened Pakistani frm bul the quoted price shafl be in
denomination of PEH as here = no foreign exchange involsed in lkis
terder on Duty Delivery Faid (00F) basis including Taxes & duties
exchuikng G51

Electronic bids will not be acceptabie.
[ESCO resarves the right fo accept or reject the bid as per PPRA
Rula-33 1) PO 3485110
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Premium Rice

We Export premium uality Basmati
on Basmati Rice from Pakistan

Traditional Super Kernal Basmati Rice
1121 Klanal Parboiled Basmatl Rice
1121 Kianal Steam Basmall Rice

PH- 386 Long Graln & Parboiled Rice
IRRI 9

IRR &

LR R O 2 R 4

Rich with 84 necessary minerals for
human body

Dark pink Himalayan Sall (Edible)
Light pink Himalayan salt {(Edible)
White Himalayan Sait (Edible)
Industrial Grade Himatayan calt
Animal Licks

Salt Lamps & other handicrafts

Turgar Foods www.tungarfoods.com asc.274{@gmail.com 00923005301390



